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Today, clouds and sunshine, isolated 
rain or snow showers, high 47. To- 
night, mostly cloudy, low 36. Tomor- 
row, clouds and sunshine, mild, high 
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TRUMP, AFTER INCITING RAMPAGE IN CAPITOL, 
IS FIRST PRESIDENT TO FACE 2ND SENATE TRIAL 


National Guard troops found a moment to rest under the gaze of George Washington on Wednesday as they patrolled the Capitol grounds. 


Biden Stays Above the Fray 
To Focus on Mounting Crises 


By MICHAEL D. SHEAR and MICHAEL CROWLEY 


WASHINGTON — His fellow 
Democrats are red hot with rage 
after the assault on the Capitol, 
but President-elect Joseph R. Bi- 
den Jr. has maintained a studied 
cool, staying largely removed 
from the searing debate that cul- 
minated on Wednesday with Pres- 
ident Trump’s impeachment and 
keeping his focus on battling a 
deadly pandemic, reviving a fal- 
tering economy and lowering the 
political temperature. 

Hours after the vote in the 
House to impeach Mr. Trump for a 
second time, Mr. Biden denounced 
what he called a violent attack on 
the Capitol and the “public ser- 
vants in that citadel of liberty.” He 
said a bipartisan group of law- 
makers had condemned the vio- 
lence by following “the Constitu- 
tion and their conscience.” 

But he also pledged to ensure 
that Americans “stand together 
as a nation” when he becomes 
president next week, exhibiting 
the deliberate approach to politics 
that became the trademark of his 
march to the White House. 

“This nation also remains in the 
grip of adeadly virus and areeling 
economy,” he said in a statement. 
“I hope that the Senate leadership 
will find a way to deal with their 
constitutional responsibilities on 
impeachment while also working 
on the other urgent business of 
this nation.” 

Rather than step up to lead his 


party’s effort to hold Mr. Trump 
accountable, Mr. Biden has de- 
ferred to Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
and other Democrats in the House 
and Senate. He has spent the past 
week honing policy proposals and 
introducing new appointees while 
delivering a carefully calibrated, 
above-the-fray message. “What 
the Congress decides to do is for 
them to decide,” he said about im- 
peachment two days after the at- 
tacks. 
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U.S. Authorities 


Warn of Threat 
By Extremists 


This article is by John Eligon, 
Frances Robles, Zolan Kanno- 
Youngs and Helene Cooper. 


KANSAS CITY, Mo. — The 
FB.I. on Wednesday urged police 
chiefs across the country to be on 
high alert for extremist activity 
and to share intelligence on any 
threats they encounter, as the U.S. 
government issued a dire intelli- 
gence bulletin warning of poten- 
tial violence ahead of the inaugu- 
ration. 

In the call with police chiefs, 
Christopher Wray, the FB.I. direc- 
tor, and Kenneth Cuccinelli, the 
acting deputy secretary of the De- 
partment of Homeland Security, 
warned about potential attacks on 
state capitols, federal buildings, 
the homes of congressional mem- 
bers and businesses, according to 
one of the chiefs on the call. The 
officials failed to identify any spe- 
cific threats, participants said, but 
called on law enforcement officers 
across the country to watch for 
signs of trouble, no matter how 
small. 

“They don’t want to be dismis- 
sive of anything,” Chief Jorge Col- 
ina of the Miami Police Depart- 
ment, one of thousands of officials 
participating in the call, said in an 
interview. “So even if it sounds as- 
pirational, even if it’s just like, 
“Yeah, itd be great if the whole 
place is burned down, they don’t 
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10 Republicans Join Vote 
as House Acts Swiftly 
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By NICHOLAS FANDOS 


WASHINGTON — Donald J. Trump on 
Wednesday became the first American president 
to be impeached twice, as 10 members of his party 
joined with Democrats in the House to charge him 
with “incitement of insurrection” for his role in 
egging on a violent mob that stormed the Capitol 
last week. 

Reconvening in a building now heavily milita- 
rized against threats from pro-Trump activists 
and adorned with bunting for the inauguration of 
President-elect Joseph R. Biden Jr., lawmakers 
voted 232 to 197 to approve a single impeachment 
article. It accused Mr. Trump of “inciting violence 
against the government of the United States” in 
his quest to overturn the election results, and 
called for him to be removed and disqualified 
from ever holding public office again. 

The vote left another indelible stain on Mr. 
Trump’s presidency just a week before he is 
slated to leave office and laid bare the cracks run- 
ning through the Republican Party. More mem- 
bers of his party voted to charge the president 
than in any other impeachment. 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi of California, declaring 
the past week one of the darkest chapters in 
American history, implored colleagues to em- 
brace “a constitutional remedy that will ensure 
that the republic will be safe from this man who is 
so resolutely determined to tear down the things 
that we hold dear and that hold us together.” 

A little more than a year after she led a pains- 
taking, three-month process to impeach Mr. 
Trump the first time for a pressure campaign on 
Ukraine to incriminate Mr. Biden — a case re- 
jected by the president’s unfailingly loyal Repub- 
lican supporters — Ms. Pelosi had moved this 
time with little fanfare to do the same job in only 
seven days. 

“He must go. He is a clear and present danger 
to the nation that we all love,” the speaker said, 
adding later, “It gives me no pleasure to say this 
— it breaks my heart.” 

The top House Republican, Representative 
Kevin McCarthy of California, conceded in a 
pained speech on the floor that Mr. Trump had 
been to blame for the deadly assault at the Capi- 
tol. It had forced the vice president and lawmak- 
ers who had gathered there to formalize Mr. Bi- 
den’s victory to flee for their lives. 

“The president bears responsibility for 
Wednesday’s attack on Congress by mob rioters,” 
said Mr. McCarthy, one of the 138 Republicans 
who returned to the House floor after the may- 
hem and voted to reject certified electoral votes 
for Mr. Biden. “He should have immediately de- 
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nounced the mob when he saw what was unfold- 
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Armed Soldiers in the Halls and Anger in the Air 


term, Washington devolved into 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


By PETER BAKER 


WASHINGTON — Not since 
the dark days of the Civil War 
and its aftermath has Washing- 
ton seen a day quite like Wednes- 
day. 

In a Capitol bristling with 
heavily armed soldiers and 
newly installed metal detectors, 
with the physical wreckage of 
last week’s siege cleaned up but 
the emotional and political 
wreckage still on display, the 
president of the United States 
was impeached for trying to 
topple American democracy. 

Somehow, it felt like the pre- 
ordained coda of a presidency 
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that repeatedly pressed all limits 
and frayed the bonds of the body 
politic. With less than a week to 
go, President Trump’s term is 
climaxing in violence and recrim- 
ination at a time when the coun- 
try has fractured deeply and lost 
a sense of itself. Notions of truth 
and reality have been atomized. 
Faith in the system has eroded. 
Anger is the one common 
ground. 

As if it were not enough that 
Mr. Trump became the only 
president impeached twice or 
that lawmakers were trying to 
remove him with days left in his 


a miasma of suspicion and con- 
flict. A Democratic member of 
Congress accused Republican 
colleagues of helping the mob 
last week scout the building in 
advance. Some Republican mem- 
bers sidestepped magnetometers 
intended to keep guns off the 
House floor or kept going even 
after setting them off. 

All of which was taking place 
against the backdrop of a pan- 
demic that, while attention has 
drifted away, has grown cata- 
strophically worse in the closing 
weeks of Mr. Trump’s presidency. 

More than 4,400 people in the 
United States died of the corona- 

Continued on Page A13 
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Speaker Nancy Pelosi presiding over the second impeachment of President Trump in his one term. 


TRACKING AN OUTBREAK 44-8 


China Locks Down 22 Million 


Addressing flare-ups around Beijing, 
the measures affect twice the number 


of people who were ordered to stay 
inside in Wuhan last January. 
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businesses. 


Scottish Seafood Trade in Peril 


After Brexit, daunting new paperwork 
requirements may cause border delays 
that will ruin entire shipments — and 


SPORTSTHURSDAY B7-9 
A Brooklyn Blockbuster 


In a four-team deal, the Houston Rock- 
ets agreed to send the unhappy All-Star 
James Harden to the Nets, reuniting 
him with Kevin Durant. 
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A Stunning Transformation Nicholas Kristof PAGE A24 
Turning a post office into the Moynihan 

Train Hall gives New York a lofty, light- 

filled, steel, glass and marble cathedral, 

Michael Kimmelman writes. PAGE Cl 354613" 9 


